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Isis in Kobani: John Kerry says preventing the fall of the town is 'not a

strategic objective'
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Matthew Lee And Robert Burns, The Associated Press
Published Monday, October 20, 2014 5:54AM EDT

Last Updated Monday, October 20, 2014 10:39AM EDT

JAKARTA, Indonesia -- U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said Monday the
Obama administration decided to airdrop weapons and ammunitions
to "valiant” Kurds fighting Islamic State extremists in the Syrian
border town of Kobani because it would be "irresponsible” and

"morally very difficult” not to support them.
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"Let me say very respectfully to our allies the Turks that we understand
fully the fundamentals of their opposition and ours to any kind of
terrorist group and particularly obviously the challenges they face
with respect the PKK," Kerry said. "But we have undertaken a coalition
effort to degrade and destroy ISIL, and ISIL is presenting itself in major

numbers in this place called Kobani."

Kerry said the militants had chosen to "make this a ground battle,
attacking a small group of people there who while they are an
offshoot group of the folks that our friends the Turks oppose, they are

valiantly fighting ISIL and we cannot take our eye off the prize here."

"It would be irresponsible of us, as well morally very difficult, to turn your
back on a community fighting ISIL as hard as it is at this particular

moment," he said
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Central Command said its forces have conducted more than 135

airstrikes against Islamic State forces in Kobani.

President Barack Obama called Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
on Saturday to discuss the situation in Syria and notify him of the plan
to make airdrops, one administration official told reporters. He would
not describe Erdogan's reaction but said U.S. officials are clear about
Turkey's opposition to any moves that help Kurdish forces that Turkey

views as an enemy.

The airdrops are intended to be temporary and the U.S. has asked Turkey

to allow Kurdish fighters from Iraq into Kobani to help, Kerry said.

o https://www.cp24.com/news/kerry-irresponsible-and-morally-very-
difficult-not-to-help-kurds-fighting-is-extremists-1.2061361
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-syria-american-militiamen-

2019-htmlstory.html
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Kurdish fighters battling Islamic State (IS) say they have recaptured a
strategically important hilltop west of Kobane on Syria's border with
Turkey. The advance came as the US said it had conducted 21 air
strikes near the town, slowing down the IS advance. Tall Shair hill had

been captured more than 10 days ago by IS militants.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege of Koban%C3%AE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGAxNoYsgkc
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Koban%C3%AE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGAxNoYsgkc
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30991612
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30991612
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